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AUGUST 7, 2006 MEETING

Jim and Phyllis Moffit will present a program for
the Historical Society at the August 7 meeting.eTh
7:30 P.M. meeting will be held in the pavilion het
Historical Society grounds in Carlinville. The
Moffit's are avid and knowledgeable collectors of
antique hand tools and own many items of off beat
and difficult to identify tools that were made and
used in times past. Their program will be titled,
“What's it?”

Obvious those in attendance at the program will be
given a chance to guess the identification of wezio
articles and learn what the item was or is used for
This will be a learning and fun meeting that you
will want to attend. Well known and community
active, Jim and Phyllis are retired from farminglan
related business and live on their family farm near
Modesto.

Following the meeting, refreshments will be
furnished by the Society.

HIDDEN TREASURES SHOW
SEPT 5, 2006

The Historical Society will again hold their 2006
“Hidden Treasures, Antique and Keepsake Show”,

Tuesday evening September 5 starting at 4 p.m.

The appraisals will take place in the pavilion and
barn on the Museum grounds in Carlinville. You
do not need to be a member of the Historical
Society to attend and have items appraised.

Do you have a family keepsake that you have
always wondered what the value of it could be?
Then here is a chance to have it appraised and lear
of its monetary worth.

Aumann Auction Company based in Nokomis,
lllinois will again donate their time in the
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evaluating of the keepsakes brought in to be
appraised. Kurt Aumann and Dan Matthews will

visit with each participant and give an appraidal o

the worth of each item. Jane Aumann will issue a
written, signed certificate of the value to each

owner for each item. A total of 81 persons

registered at the Appraisal Show last year to have
118 possessions.

A $5.00 donation to the Macoupin County
Historical Society is requested for each item
appraised. Each participant will be allowed tagri

in up to four items. No guns, knives or large
furniture may be brought in to be appraised. The
food committee will serve food of various

sandwiches, home made pie and drinks.

Museum
Happenings

We are working on our
special display for the Fall Festival. The thenik w
be “Good old School Days”. If you have any lunch
pails/boxes/buckets or whatever might have been
used to carry lunches, we would like to display
them. No age limit. If you had a favorite food,
please write it on a card and include it. Old xok
pencil boxes, etc., are also welcome. Be sure to
include your name on your memorabilia so it can be
returned to you.

How many of you remember the Society Bus Trip
to Bishop Hill? It was in August, and the
temperature that day was 103 he bus broke down
on the way so we had a two hour delay. In Bishop
Hill you must walk to the various buildings. We
had a “Hot time” that trip!!
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From Your President

Here’s wishing everyone well. It is only a little
more than a month before the Fall show so please
keep Sept 16 — 17 in your mind. As usual we need
lots of help. Please contact us if you can give an
hour or several hours of your time. Call Histokica
Museum 217-854-2850 on Wednesdays.

The Print Shop will be ready to use (at last!).v®a
Ambrose and his sons will have the printing press
going so please stop in and check out the new
addition.

The grounds are looking great. We can use some
help in keeping the grass mowed and trimmed.

The theme in the Museum is “Good old School
Day”. We need lunch boxes, books and other items
to display.

If you have any suggestions as to the displays for
the shows please call us and give the girls your
suggestion as it is always nice to have new ideas.

The Tractor Club is having John Deere Tractors for
the Fall Show. The club is trying to get (1) orfe o
every J.D. made for display. So—tell your friends
to contact P.J. Rosentrator (home: 217-854-4119,
work: 217-854-4437).

As usual we will serve plenty of Ham & Beans
from the outside kettle. Jim Frank will have agkar
variety of good food to serve. Please stop by and
tell Jim hello. He works really hard at gettingeey
thing lined out for the Food Barn. He can use
plenty of help. (Call: (618) 836-5890 or e-malil
frank10@frontiernet.net)

The Tractor Club will also serve food at their
building at the top of the hill. Please stop bly.
takes a lot of work there also so—offer your help.

The Blacksmith Shop will be open and they always
have a large display to show and sell. Thanks
Augie.

In closing | want to thank everyone who helps with
any or all of our events. You are appreciated!!!

Looking forward to seeing everyone.
Drive safely.

Please check the number on the address label
for your newsletter . It tells what year your dues
are paid through. If your label shows 2006 — then
you are current but if the label shows 2005 or
before then your dues are not up-to-date. Dues are
$10.00 a year or $150.00 for a lifetime membership.

Macoupin County Historical Society
Macoupin County Agricultural Antique Association
and lilinois Valley Blacksmith Association

Scheduled Events

May 27-28
oprilig fesidval

September 5

B ANTIQUE APPRAISAL SHOW

STARDIING AT 4:00 120

September 16-17

Yall Vestixal
[VDBA Hammer-1n

December 1-2-3

lhrisimas Show

The Treasure Market

Thanks to all who donated wonderful items to the

Treasures Market, those who were so gracious in
helping with set up, tear down and during the

Festival, and those of you who made purchases, we
had a very successful two and one-half days.
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the Fall

Festival and thanks again.

MACOUPIN COUNTY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY MEMBERS ...

Recent deaths

Don Kullman
March 7, 1938 — May 31, 2006
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Bits and Pieces

Once again there has been a lot of activity at the
Historical grounds. Before the Spring “Strawberry”

Festival Dave and Roger Hammann brought a
forklift out and moved the large paper cutter into

the display building #2.

- . N S
The machine was used in the office of the
Carlinville Democrat newspaper when it was in

business and had been sitting outside of the displa
building for some time. Because the door opening
was low it required some ingenuity but they got the
job done.
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The Print Shop was almost finished for the Festival
We need to thank Rick McCaherty for donating his
expertise to install the trim on the inside of the
building. Rick works much faster than the old
timers who had been working to get it finished.
Thanks to Wes Loveless’ connection to the local
Fire Dept. several volunteers came out and helped
move all of the equipment from Wes and Jerry’'s
shed to the Print Shop.

The Koster family brought a machine with a boom
and forks on the end. This was a great help in
getting the heavy items into the building. Theeyth
were manhandled into place by the Fire Dept. crew.
Wade Ambrose got busy and started cleaning and
setting up the old printer, but we did not get the
electric motor hooked up before the show.

Barney Barnstable had been working for a long
time to get the old steam engine repaired and ready
to run. The Macoupin Agricultural Antiqgue Assn.
had spent a lot of money to get repairs on thesboil
done by a certified welder. Barney with the hdip o
Joe Graziana from East Alton worked on the many
controls for the engine. Joe restores steam esgine
and was able to get some parts and repair others.

oy g
It was a special day when Barney was able to take
the engine out for a test drive. He says it td&ts
of wood to keep the steam pressure up. It made
some trips during the Festival and will probably be
used to run the threshing machine during the Fall
Fest.

Lori Flori was the speaker for the June potluck
dinner at the Museum. Lori has written a book
about the Sears Homes and the Standard Oil Co.
mines in the area. She brought a large amount of
material to show including a book of instructions
for building a Sears Home. Lori mentioned that the
boom did not last for very long because the
Standard Oil Co. decided they could buy coal
cheaper than they could mine it. She is very proud
of her Sears Home and dedicated to getting more
interest in the collection of the homes in Carlilevi
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On 10 June the folks from the Federated Church
came and scraped and painted the old washhouse.
This is part of their “Take It to Town” program
where volunteers go to many places in the
community and help on different projects.

Last year they came and painted the old school
house for their project. This time there was one
adult and four youths. They even cleaned the
outside of an old cast iron bath tub and painted it
for the Society. The old Church needs painting but
that is just a little too large a project to be edn
one day.

Thanks to Bill Egelhoff and Tom Connors from
Shipman the Society has a very unusual old Gleaner
combine. The Krause family from Shipman had

offered it to the Society a long time ago beforré¢h
was a place to store it.

They had always kept it in a shed and no one
wanted it to be sitting out in the weather. It was
built around 1945-46 and is like a cross between a
grain binder and a combine. It had to have a perso
ride on a high platform and use a large wheel to
raise and lower the cutting table. It is in vepod
shape and should be interesting for visitors to see

Although the crowd was not as large as expected
for the Spring Festival, the income from the booth
spaces and food was still good enough to help the
treasury. After the June Board meeting it was
approved to make a $7,500 payment on the large

display building. The same amount will be due on
1 Dec. so we hope the Fall Fest will be a success.
The building is now about one half paid for. Much
of the credit for the funds for this building gotte

late Don Kullman. Unfortunately Don passed away
recently a victim of cancer.

—

After Don became a member a few years ago he not
only recruited new members but raised funds for a
down payment on the building.

Thanks to the promotion of Route 66 we get visitors
who are traveling the part that went through
Carlinville and come by when they see the sign
about a museum. Also a book about Route 66
written by John Weiss gives specific directions how
to get to the grounds plus it shows a picture ef th
Museum. | have had the pleasure of giving tours to
several of these travelers and they always comment
on what a nice place it is.

Blacksmith Shop
By Augie Schmidt
Summer projects for the blacksmiths included using
the old wrought iron railing from the court house
square to make a fence around the grave stone
collection at the country church
% AT PV

(2

Bill Egelhoff and Joe Redolfi packing cement arounost
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SPRING FESTIVAL
May 27 and 28, 2006
By Jim Frank
The annual Spring Festival was held at the
Macoupin County Historical Society grounds
during Memorial Day weekend, May 27 and 28.
Hours of the Festival were 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
each day. Each year the Spring Festival is
sponsored by the Macoupin County Historical
Society, the Macoupin Agriculture Antique
Association, and the lllinois Valley Blacksmith
Association.

This year the weather was extremely hot during the
Festival and the turnout crowd was not as large as
other years. While the demand of soda and water
was brisk, food consumption was diminished
somewhat. However, the over all revenue and
profit was about equal of other years.

A special feature at this year's Spring Festivakwa
an exhibition of “Quilts” that was on display
throughout the Museum. Mary Schwab and
volunteer helpers had spent many hours cleaning,
changing displays, dressing mannequins and
displaying the interesting items throughout the
house. Old quilts donated in the past to the
museum were displayed along with other interesting
quilts that were loaned to be displayed by members
and people in the community.

Dee Snell, Peggy Klaus and helpers has spent many
days throughout the preceding weeks before the
Festival, sorting, cleaning and pricing donatethie

to be sold in the Treasurers Market tent.

On Friday afternoon before the Festival, a large
group of appreciative volunteers helped stem and
slice 900 pounds of home grown strawberries to be
ready to be served during the Festival.

The Agriculture Antique Association had their
usual display of old and restored tractors, gas
engines, steam engines, and antique machinery. A
special feather this year was restored John Deere
tractors. Old time farming demonstrations took
place and the Agriculture Antique Association also
sponsored a Toy Show during the Spring Festival.
The Country Church, One-Room Schoolhouse and
Blacksmith Shop were open for viewing. Working
blacksmiths gave blacksmithing demonstrations
each day.

This year there were approximately 150 Craft and
Flea Market booths that set up on the grounds along
with old time demonstrations such as Rug Weaving,
Wool Carding and Spinning, Soap Making, Rope
Making, Sawmill/Planer, Vertical Shingle Mill,
Flour Milling, Blacksmithing, and Horse and Old
Time Machinery Farming.

The old large skeleton building that had been fiebui
a year ago, roofed and closed in, displayed
agriculture and farm machinery displays. The red
display building by the church had been rearranged
with general displays since many of the crowded
items have been moved to the larger agriculture
display building. A walkway bridge was built over
the creek between the two big red display buildings
to facilitate going from one building to the other.

The Print Shop by the General Store was nearing
completion and the old donated off-set printing
press, though not completely assembled, was on
display. Off-set printing demonstrations will be
taking place during future Festivals.

The Historical Society serving breakfast of bissuit
and sausage gravy, sweet rolls, orange juice, milk
and coffee both mornings starting at 7:00 a.m.e Th
rest of the day the Historical Society offered home
made chicken and noodles, ham and beans, a
variety of sandwiches, fresh strawberry shortcake,
rhubarb sauce and other food and drinks at the Red
Barn. The Agricultural Antique sold barbecued
grilled pork chops and pork burgers, sandwiches,
drinks, strawberries and desserts in their fooddsta

Free live musical entertainment was offered each
day and a church service was held Sunday morning
in the Country Church. Church singing was led in
the Country Church each afternoon. An antique
tractor parade was held each day and a garden
tractor pull was held on Sunday.

The Historical Society wishes to thank all who
volunteered and helped to make the Festival an
enjoyable event by giving your time in helping with
this yearly occasion. We give a specighanks”

to the usual special group of small, un-tiring,
devoted members that give many, many hours of
dedicated service, planning, work and effort to put
together this public event.
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JUNE MEETING AND ANNUAL
PICNIC

By Jim Frank
The Historical Society annual potluck picnic and
June meeting was held Sunday, June 4 in the
pavilion at the Museum grounds.

Following the meal, Laurie Flori of Carlinville gav

a very interesting program telling about the
Standard Oil Company’s coal mining operation in
Carlinville and Standard City and the Company’s
involvement of building nine complete blocks of

Sears Homes to be used as homes for the company

miners. 156 of the Sears homes were built in the
Standard Addition in Carlinville and another 12
were built at Schoper.

Sears, Roebuck and Co. was selling complete
precut homes that could be ordered from their mail

catalogs and Standard Oil Company turned to Sears
to furnish these homes. The complete home

building kit was shipped to customers on rail cars

and likewise these homes were shipped into

Carlinville.

These homes were built and occupied in 1918 and
1919. Later Standard Oil decided it could buy its
coal cheaper than mining it themselves and closed
the two mines it was operating at Carlinville,
putting the miners out of work and unable to
continue making payments for the homes. The
houses stood empty for several years and then were
sold by Standard Oil at prices ranging from $350 to
$600.

Mrs. Flori and her husband and family own and live

in one of the Sears Home in the Standard Addition.
They have completely restored their home as it was
originally built. Mrs. Flori has been obsessedhwit

TOM EMERY PRESENTS
PROGRAM AT JULY MEETING

By Jim Frank

Tom Emery of Carlinville was the guest speaker at
the Historical Society’s July 10 meeting. Mr.
Emery, a local author, has written several booklets
of local interest.

Tom has given

several programs

for the Historical

Society. Mr.
Emery’s program
was on John
Palmer of
Macoupin

County, a Civil
War General,

Governor of lllinois, U. S. Senator and candidate
for President of United States.

John Palmer, born in Kentucky, came to and lived
in southern Macoupin County as a young man. He
studied law in Carlinville and became a lawyer in
1839. Palmer became a well known General during
the Civil War. A Democrat, he established the
Carlinville Free Democrat newspaper to present his
political views. Later General Palmer changed
party affiliate becoming a Republican and helping
to found the Republican Party. He was a friend of
Abraham Lincoln and Lincoln visited with Palmer
in Carlinville several times. General Palmer
resigned his military commission in 1864 and
President Lincoln appointed him Military Governor
of Kentucky.

After 1867 Palmer lived in Springfield but
considered Carlinville as home. He was elected
Governor of lllinois in 1868 and was in office
during the great Chicago fire. History considers
him one of the strongest Governors in lllinois. He

the Sears Homes and has spent years researching then served as a U.S. Senator from lllinois.

the history and numerous models of homes that
Sears offered from their catalogs. She has tlgcen
written and published a very interesting book about
the Sears Homes and Standard Oil's involvement in
Carlinville. The nine full blocks of Sears Homss i
the largest collective of the homes in the world.
Her book is titled, “Additionally Speaking”, by
Laurie A. Flori. The book can be purchased from
the local bookstores or can be purchased directly
from Mrs. Flori.

Palmer, who had been a Democrat, then a
Republican, again changed Party affiliation to agai
become a Democrat. He then changed again and
became a member of Gold Democrats. It was with
this Party that he ran as a third Party unsucckssfu
candidate for President of the United States even
though he knew he would not be elected. He was
79 when he ran for President on the Gold ticket.

General Palmer died at age 83 and is buried in the
Carlinville City Cemetery
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Macoupin County Historical Society Officers — 2006

Title Name Address Phone E-Mail

President Wes Loveless 418 Plum (217) 854-6021hm
Carlinville, IL. 62626 (217) 825-6269cp

Vice Augie Schmidt 424 Crestview Drive (618) 254-9235 augie @peaknet.net

President Wood River, IL 62095-4053

Secretary Delores Snell 15252 Gibble Drive (217) 494-3911 deesnell@royell.org
Girard, IL. 62640

Treasurer Lloyd Strohbeck 15850 Townhall Lane, (217) 854-3498 mistroh@mailstation.com
Carlinville, IL. 62626

Directors

Bd. Member Jean Ball 23320 Farmersville Rd | (217) 627-3094 b41053@royell.net
Girard, IL 62640

Bd. Member Bill Egelhoff 9399 Breitweiser Lane | (618) 729-3295 egel68@frontiernet.net
Shipman, IL. 62640

Bd. Member Barb McCormick 228 East Second (217) 854-3099
Carlinville, IL 62626

Bd. Member | Veryl Reiher 15253 Deerfield Dr. (217) 854-3360
Carlinville, IL 62626

Bd. Member Debbie Wiles 17647 Ridge Drive (217) 854-3446 dwiles@karmak.com
Carlinville IL. 62626

Committee Chairman

Newsletter Velma Schmidt 424 Crestview Drive (618) 254-9235 beanie@peaknet.net
Wood River, IL 62095-4053
Genealogy Mary & Dorothy Etter 355 West State (217) 435-9056
Waverly, IL 62692
Food / Jim Frank 12735 Shipman Rd, (618) 836-5890 frankl0@frontiernet.net
Publicity Plainview, IL. 62676
House Mary Schwab 21371 Barnett Road (217) 854-8963
Raymond, IL 62560

2006 Programs for Macoupin County Historical Societ

Date Program Remarks
Monday, August 7, | Museum Grounds Jim & Phyllis Moffit — “What's It?”
7:00pm Red Barn
Monday, Sept. 1 Museum Grounds Tom Carmody
7:00pm Red Barn
Monday, October 2, | Museum Grounds We will have our annual wiener roast. The blacklsmi
6:00pm Blacksmith Shop will present the program.
Monday Nov. 6, Bunker Hill Carl Stanton will present program ab8uinker hill
7:00pm history
Monday Dec. 4, Museum Mansion This is our annual Lucy Klaus Memo@hristmas Tea.
7:00pm Tom Atwood/Keith Dudding will give a musical progna
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Darrell & Shirley Krause donated an old Gleaner
combine

Wes Loveless, Bill Egelhoff and Merrill Eichen sett  ing
tomb stones in new church cemetery

Macoupin County Historical Society
P. O. Box 432
Carlinville, IL 62626

Fall Festival

Saturday, September 16 "

11:30am — 3:30pm

Jerold Dowding & Mixing Colors
Native American, Celtic, & Various
Styles of Christian Music

Sunday, September 17 ™

11:30am — 1:30pm
Joe Powell
Country & Gospel

1:30pm — 2:30pm
Prairie Sound
Barbershop Quartet

2:30pm — 3:30pm
Brandee McCormick & Music Students
Pop Standards

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT # 293



