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The Macoupin County Historical Society “Annual 
Meeting and Banquet” will be held March 5, 2007 
at the Community Center in Gillespie, Illinois.  The 
buffet meal will be served at 6 p.m.    Mrs. Betty 
Vannucci will again cater the meal.  The buffet will 
offer a choice of roast beef, roast turkey, tortellini, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, buttered corn, seasoned 
green beans, salad, Jell-O salad, cake and drinks.   
 
The cost of the banquet is $7.00 per person.  
Reservations, in accompany with payment, may be 
made with James Frank, 12735 Shipman Road, 
Plainview, Illinois 62685.  Tele: (618) 836-5890 or 
reservations and payment may be mailed to 
Macoupin County Historical Society, P.O. Box 420, 
Carlinville, Illinois 62626.   Please have your 
reservations made by March 1, so our caterer will 
know how much food to prepare. 
 
Following the meal, a short business meeting and 
the nomination and election of three board members 
will be conducted.    
 
Guest Kathryn B. Harris, division manager for 
Librarian Services of the new Abraham Lincoln 
Public Library in Springfield will bring history 
alive by presenting a portrayal of Harriet Tubman 
who, during the Civil War in the 1860’s, helped 
many slaves escape from bondage via the 
Underground Railroad. 
 
Harriet Tubman (1820-1913) was born a slave in 
Dorchester City Md.   She escaped to the north in 
1849 and joined the abolition cause.  She assisted 
John Brown in his campaign against slavery in 
Virginia, and her most effective work was as a 
conductor on the Underground Railroad.  From the 
time of her escape to the outbreak of the Civil War, 
she guided more than 300 slaves to freedom.  
During the war she served the Union as a nurse, 
soldier, spy and scout.   
 

Her biography, Scenes in the Life of Harriet 
Tubman (1869) was written by a friend. Sarah 
Bradford.  Harriet Tubman died in Auburn, New 
York on March 10, 1913.  
 
Those not wishing to take part in attending the 
banquet are invited to attend this program following 
the meal.   Speaker Kathryn Harris portrayal of 
Harriet Tubman will be presented at approximately 
7:15 p.m. 

 

 
 

Treasures Market    �����
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Now is a great time to sort through closets and 
drawers.  We are always looking for items to sell in 
the Treasures Market, so please keep us in mind.  
Your generosity and patronage is greatly 
appreciated. 
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I hope every one has had an enjoyable Christmas 
and New Years. 
 

We are starting a new year and have several things 
to do.  The Spring Festival is coming up before we 
know it, May 26-27.  As usual we are in need of 
help.  PLEASE mark the dates and if you are 
willing to help please call Jim Frank @ 618-836-
5890 or e-mail frank10@frontiernet.net , Barb 
McCormick @ 217 854-3099 or Beanie Schmidt @ 
618-447-3538. 
 

We are working on a website and hope to have it up 
and running by the Spring Festival.  The web 
address is to be www.macsociety.org 
 

We did not have a Christmas Show because of the 
terrible icy weather, as most of you know.  The 
mansion was beautiful, as usual.  I thank every one 
of our workers for that.  THANK YOU ONE AND 
ALL!!  
 

We are in need of help in the kitchen as Jim Frank 
is going to leave us.  It will be tough without him in 
the kitchen and working all around in the Food 
Barn.  He takes care of everything, buys all the 
food, drinks, serving plates, bowls, knives, forks, 
etc., cooks, manager, helps staff the workers, sees 
that the advertising is handled (or he does it), and 
on and on.  I could give you a very long list and still 
miss something.  He does it all.  WE NEED THE 
KITCHEN!!  That is where a lot of the money 
comes from that pays the bills to run the Historical 
Society.  Please try to help find someone to replace 
Jim, or maybe he will stay one more year??  We 
extend our thanks to Jim for all of his hard work 
and for the many years that he has done a great job. 
 

Please remember the Annual March meeting at 
Gillespie.  It is always a good one.  Please plan to 
attend. 
 

So long for now, 
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MACOUPIN COUNTY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY MEMBERS…  

 

New Life Members 
 

Lindell Loveless, Gillespie, IL 
Greta Schmidt, Plainview, IL 

 

 
Museum 

Happenings 
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During the Spring Festival 
we are featuring “Prom Memories”.  We are 
inviting anyone who would like to display their 
prom dresses or tuxedos or any other prom 
memorabilia to bring them to the museum.  We 
work every Wednesday, 10:00am to 2:00pm.  This 
is a great time to bring the items for showing.  
Please mark your items with name, address, phone 
number, date of wearing if possible and where you 
wore the item or gathered your memorabilia. 
 

How many people remember the style show that we 
held at the museum?  We had a style show and the 
visitors sat in the yard, the models came out the 
south entry door, went across the porch and they 
were wearing articles of clothing that was in the 
museum.  Due to the fragile condition of the 
clothing we are unable to do that now.  They are 
old, old pieces of clothing and we must handle with 
“Tender Loving Care” 

 
 

Recent Acquisitions 
 

1945 Gleaner-Baldwin combine w/12 foot cutting 
table.  Donors: Fred Krause family, Shipman, IL 
 

Two kraut cutters, milk can stirrer and strainer, 
hand sheep shears and asst. items.  Donor: Wilma 
LeBeck, Carlinville, IL 
 

Childs white wicker chair – age unknown.  Donor: 
Carol Matjeka, Springfield, IL 
 

Grammar school Geography book copyright 1895, 
two school slates and asst. school books.  Donor: 
Pat Hauter, Carlinville, IL 

 

Donated Items:    ����
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Sandra McGrath Kimble of Overland Park, KS has 
donated 22 Macoupin County, IL and 5 Madison 
County, IL 1879 colored prints to the Historical 
Society.  Many of these prints are featured in our 
1879 History Of Macoupin County book which is 
one of the books the Society has for sale. 
 

These prints are part of a wonderful collection 
which Ms. Kimble bought at an estate auction some 
time ago.  Our hope is to have these prints matted 
and framed for viewing; hopefully in time for the 
Spring Festival. 
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Blacksmith Shop 
By Augie Schmidt 

November 5th Hammer-in  
Ken Markley of Sparta, and MCHS member Mike 
Lanham of Alton demonstrated the processes 
involved in the making of a knife at the eleventh 
annual IVBA Hammer-in held in MCHS’s Village 
Blacksmith Shop. 

 
Mike at forge 

Mike and Ken went through all of the steps of 
forging, grinding, tempering and explained how to 
apply handles to a knife. 

 
Mike explaining a grinding step to group 

A good beef stew lunch in the barn provided by the 
Historical Society, then the auction of blacksmith 
made or related items at 1:00. Corky Helms of 
Belleville did an excellent job as auctioneer. 

 
Darryl Allen ring man for Corky Helms auctioneer 

Thanks to all that bought items. Money from the 
auction goes to purchasing items for the shop. 

Blacksmith Shop Winter Projects 
This year, the blacksmith shop is the location for 
the rebuilding of the sawmill. Bill Egelhoff is chief 
engineer on the project. Back on October 13, crews 
were busy in the shop building forms for the 
concrete pour. 

 
Mark Bouillon, Morrell Eichen cutting wood for form s 

After the hammer-in, the carriage was brought into 
the shop and completely stripped down. Bill 
Egelhoff rebuilt many worn or broken parts in his 
machine shop. New wheels were ordered, and new 
babbet poured in the bearing caps. Bill researched 
the saw mill on web and found what is believed to 
be original paint color and then the carriage was 
repainted near the original green. 

 
Bill looks on as Barney and Morrell assemble bearing 

Wednesdays are workdays at the shop. We are 
usually in the shop from 10A.M. to 3 P.M. Feel free 
to come by and hammer or visit. Hot fire in the 
stove, coffee always brewing, cookies or other 
fattening stuff usually around to munch on. 

Training Class And Rose Workshop 
The Village blacksmith Shop will again host The 
IVBA’s two day beginners training class with 
Augie Schmidt on April 21st & 22nd, and a 1 day 
Rose workshop with Darryl Allen on April 28th. 
Ten spaces available for each class. Call Augie at 
(618) 254-9235 to sign up. 
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Bits and Pieces 
���������������
��  

 

Most of the many John Deere tractors that were at 
the Fall Festival have gone home now.  There are 
still a few strays in the large display building across 
the creek.  Also in the big building is a 1945 
Gleaner Baldwin combine donated by the Fred 
Krause family from Shipman.  It is unusual because  

 
Members admire old Gleaner Baldwin combine after it is unloaded 

 

it has a 12 foot table for cutting the wheat.  Then 
the wheat straw with the seed head attached is fed 
all of the way across the platform and into the side 
of the threshing portion of the machine.  I have 
been told that it was designed more for the great 
plains with their large level fields of wheat.  It has a 
mounted engine to run the cutting and threshing 
parts of the machine.  It could be pulled by horses 
or a tractor.  One person would stand on a platform 
and raise or lower the cutting platform by turning a 
large wheel.  The cutting platform detaches and is 
transported on it’s own two wheel trailer. 
 
After the Festival the volunteers got busy pouring 
footings for a sawmill that has been acquired.   

 
Dale Cannedy, Ed Kroeger, Morrell Eichen, & Mark Bouillon pour 
footings for the sawmill while President Loveless holds up a shovel 
 

Several parts of the sawmill are in the blacksmith 
shop for putting them in good working order.  
Board member Bill Egelhoff has had experience 
with sawmills and is putting his experience to good 

use on the project.  It usually drew a crowd when 
the previous sawmill was in operation.  We need to 
thank Bill, Mark Bouillon, and of course Augie 
Schmidt for their work on the project.  As usual 
when there is concrete involved, Ed Kroeger was on 
hand for that part. 
 
As mentioned in the last newsletter everyone was 
busy getting ready for the Christmas show.  
Unfortunately all of the hard work was for naught 
as the show had to be cancelled because of the 
severe ice storm that arrived just before the show.   

 
Ice storm with tree damage at the Mansion, November 30, 2006 

 

The only lights during the show were the candles in 
the windows that were on timers.  It was only 
possible to clean the East porch, but the driveway 
and yard were solid ice and very slick.  It was 
decided that the risk on members and visitors 
falling was too great.  Also many of the members 
who would have been helping had to stay home 
because they did not have any electricity to their 
homes.  Financially it did not make much difference 
as the gas and electricity bill was two to four 
hundred dollars less than when a show is held.  It 
has been voted by the decorators to do the same 
rooms and the same next year since they had 
everything together for this year. 
 
As mentioned in the last issue many of the trees 
were damaged and a lot of work was done to clean 
up the mess.  Well the same thing happened with 
the ice storm.  The members’ finally have almost all 
of the brush cleaned up from the last storm.  A few 
more branches still come down now when we have 
a strong wind, and we will have to get a bucket 
truck and operator to get the last ones before the 
Spring Festival. 
 
Over twenty of the members did make it for the 
Lucy Klaus Memorial Christmas Tea on Dec 4th.  
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Keith Dudding and Tom Atwood did a fine job of 
entertaining the folks.  Keith and Tom also enjoyed  

 
Keith Dudding & Tom Atwood entertain at the Lucy Kl aus 

Memorial Christmas Tea 

the refreshments and a tour of the Museum after the 
program. 
 
Greta Schmidt who is one of our new life members 
got her membership for Christmas.  Greta made a 
new blouse and long skirt to wear at one of our 
Festivals a couple of years ago.  After most of the 
folks were gone she asked if there was anything she 
could do to help.  I said I guess she could drive my 
old truck while I picked up about a dozen or so of 
the 55 gallon trash barrels and dumped them in the 
dumpster.  She drove for a couple of stops then told 
me to drive and she loaded the barrels.  Then she 
dumped several of them in the dumpster and did not 
get her nice dress dirty or torn.  We are glad Santa 
Claus was kind enough to give her a life 
membership. 
 
We need to thank all of the old faithful who show 
up all of the time to keep things going and hope 
they can, sometimes,  bring some young help along  
 

 
 

CHRISTMAS SHOW AND OPEN HOUSE 
���������	
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After much preparation and hard work, the 
Historical Society Christmas Show and Open House 
had to be cancelled at the last moment because of 
the devastating ice storm that hit this part of the 
mid-west in Illinois and Missouri.   
 

The mansion had been beautifully yuletide 
decorated inside and out, ready to be visited and 
viewed by the public.   All the rooms in the 
Madison were beautifully decorated in a Christmas 
theme by individual volunteers, and the museum 

displays had been changed to specify the holiday 
season.  Members and friends had been busy 
making and baking items for the bake sale and the 
food kitchen and the dinning room was set ready, 
for serving meals and refreshments.   Then the night 
before the three day event, Mother Nature let loose 
with one of the worst ice storms this area has 
witnessed in thirty-five years.  Ice coated tree limbs 
and whole trees broke from under the weight of the 
accumulated ice.  Likewise power lines, telephone 
lines and many of the power poles broke and fell 
from the ice buildup.   Underneath the ice and the 
sleet covering the ground was soft earth and mud 
from the preceding rain.  Electrical power was out 
in the majority of the county including many areas 
of the cities and towns.   

 
Ice storm with tree damage at the Mansion, November 30, 2006 

 

The Historical Society grounds were littered with 
broken tree limbs and the grounds were impossible 
for parking because of the soft earth beneath the 
layer of ice.   Along with not wanting to chance 
visitors falling on the grounds, it was decided to 
cancel the Open House at least the first day and 
then decided it was best to cancel for the whole 
weekend.   Food in the kitchen and dinning was 
placed back in the freezers, bake sale items kept at 
home and the decorations in the rooms were finally 
removed and taken home by the volunteers and 
Museum Christmas displays packed away for 
another year.   
 
We want to thank everyone who helped with getting 
ready for the event and especially thank the 
volunteers that spent much effort in planning and 
decorating the individual rooms, school house and 
church.  It was decided to most likely use the same 
theme next year and hopefully the volunteers will 
return to redecorate the rooms similar to what they 
did this year.   Let’s hope the weather will be more 
cooperative next year. 
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Macoupin County Historical Society 
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Since our last newsletter we had our Christmas 
Party at the Farm Bureau Building.  As a thank you 
to them we invited the John Deere exhibiters to our 
party.  If my count is correct we had eighty-six 
people attend.  Thanks for celebrating with us. 

 

Some of the many John Deere tractors at the Fall Show 

As there was no Christmas Market Show at the 
mansion, we didn’t get a chance to draw a winner 
of our raffle gift of a John Deere Musical Rocking 
Chair.  Mark & Sandy Bouillon’s son won it!  
Congratulations’! 
As you know, it’s cold outside.  So not much is 
happening, but at our meeting on the 17th we are 
planning on some improvements in the kitchen.  
This Kitchen Committee will meet in the near 
future to decide on this! 
Barney Barnstable and Jerry Elliot are at work 
trying to get the Club IHC 10-20 tractor running 
better and Barney thinks it should have oil pressure.  
He’s so picky! 
The show feature tractor brand this year is Case and 
IHC, so bring um’ on folks.  P. J. Rosentreter is the 
coordinator.  He can be reached at 217-854-4437 or 
217-854-4119. 
Our meetings are still the third Wednesday of the 
month.  Winter meetings at 7:00pm at the Farm 
Bureau through March, then at the kitchen at the 
museum grounds.  Hope to see ya! 

 

The Festival Booth Committee 
����
	
��	���

At the Spring Festival we usually have around 
150 booths and at the Fall Festival there are 
approximately 200. We can take more booths, 
if needed. 

  
We are looking forward to having many tents like this 

Toward the end of February both Spring and 
Fall contracts should be sent to our Vendors.  I 
have additional people that are willing to help.  
They are Kay Vance-Lynn Kearney-Pat 
Duncan and John Raffety Once we mail the 
contracts then we begin receiving them in the 
mail.  We hope to have some new people again 
as we did last year. 

 
November Member Program 

 

Carl Stanton of Bunker 
Hill was the guess 
speaker at the 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, November 6 
meeting of the MCHS at 
the Civic Center in 
Bunker Hill.  
Mr. Stanton is a retired 
newspaper editor. He 
was publisher of the 
Bunker Hill Gazette News for 23 years, and during 
that time also owned and published the Benld 
Enterprise, Mt. Olive Herald, Southwestern Journal 
at Brighton, and the Madison County Chronicle at 
Worden.  He retired in 1993. Since retirement he 
has been researching local and regional history and 
has written several books of local history. 

Mr. Stanton 
told about the 
life of a 1930 
era movie star 
Louis Bertels 
originally from 
the Bunker Hill. 
Carl also had a 
short film clip 
of one of 
Louies movies  
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Macoupin County Historical Society Officers – 2006 
Title Name Address Phone E-Mail 

President Wes Loveless 418 Plum 
Carlinville, IL. 62626 

(217) 854-6021hm 
(217) 825-6269cp 

 

Vice 
President 

Augie Schmidt 424 Crestview Drive 
Wood River, IL 62095-4053 

(618) 254-9235 augie@peaknet.net 

Secretary Delores Snell 15252 Gibble Drive 
Girard, IL. 62640 

(217) 494-3911 deesnell@royell.org 

Treasurer Lloyd Strohbeck 15850 Townhall Lane, 
Carlinville, IL. 62626 

(217) 854-3498 mlstroh@mailstation.com 

 
Directors 

Bd. Member Jean Ball 23320 Farmersville Rd 
Girard, IL 62640 

(217) 627-3094 b41053@royell.net 

Bd. Member Bill Egelhoff 9399 Breitweiser Lane 
Shipman, IL. 62640 

(618) 729-3295 egel68@frontiernet.net 

Bd. Member Barb McCormick 228 East Second 
Carlinville, IL 62626 

(217) 854-3099  

Bd. Member Veryl Reiher 15253 Deerfield Dr. 
Carlinville, IL 62626 

(217) 854-3360  

Bd. Member Debbie Wiles 17647 Ridge Drive 
Carlinville IL. 62626 

(217) 854-3446 dwiles@karmak.com 

 
Committee Chairman 

Newsletter Velma Schmidt 424 Crestview Drive 
Wood River, IL 62095-4053 

(618) 254-9235 beanie@peaknet.net 

Genealogy Mary & Dorothy Etter 355 West State 
Waverly, IL 62692 

(217) 435-9056  

Food / 
Publicity 

Jim Frank 12735 Shipman Rd, 
Plainview, IL. 62676 

(618) 836-5890 frank10@frontiernet.net 

House  Mary Schwab 21371 Barnett Road 
Raymond, IL 62560 

(217) 854-8963  

 
2007 Programs for Macoupin County Historical Society 

 
Date Program Remarks 

March 5, 2007  
Monday at 6:00pm 

Community Center 
Gillespie, Illinois 

Annual Meeting and buffet meal.  Meal served at 6pm, 
$7.00 per person.  Reservations by March 1 - Please 

April 2, 2007 
Monday @ 6:00 pm 

To be announced at the 
March Annual Meeting 

 

May 7, 2007 
Monday @ 6:00 pm 

Red Barn 
Museum grounds 

Mark Brown will present program about General Grant 

June 3, 2007 
Sunday @ 12:30 pm 

Annual potluck 
Museum grounds 

 

 
At the MCHS Board of Directors meeting on Tuesday evening, January 23rd, Dave Jokisch came with a 
demonstration and proposal for a website for the Historical Society. Also in attendance at the meeting was 
Shawn Farris, a Blackburn College student who has experience designing websites for customers, including the 
Carlinville Chamber of Commerce website. The new website, probably named www.macsociety.org , that was 
approved by the Board will contain information such as history of the MCHS, list of officers and contact 
information, upcoming MCHS events and activity calendar, photos from previous MCHS events, newsletters, 
entry forms for special MCHS, MAAA, and IVBA events, and other pertinent information. The goal is to have 
the website up and running by sometime in March. 
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Keith Dudding & Tom Atwood entertain during the 

Lucy Klaus Memorial Christmas Tea held at the 
mansion 

 

 
November 30, 2006 ice storm damage 

 

Please check the number on the address 
label for your newsletter.  It tells what year 
your dues are paid through.  If your label 
shows 2006 – then you are current but if the 
label shows 2005 or before then your dues are 
not up-to-date.  Dues are $10.00 a year or 
$150.00 for a lifetime membership. 

 

Macoupin County Historical Society 
P. O. Box 432 
Carlinville, IL 62626 
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